




We are greatly looking forward to welcoming you to, or back to, Worth 
in September. Opening the School to groups of Year 10 and 12 pupils 
for three weeks in June has given us a great opportunity to test the 
systems we have put in place to look after people’s health and safety. 
It has all confirmed our readiness to open as normal in September.

This is, of course, a changing situation, so all our planning is dynamic. 
We expect further changes in Government guidelines in the coming 
weeks which we hope, if anything, will make the full re-opening of the 
School a little easier. We will, of course, continue to keep parents fully 
informed as we make any adjustments that are necessary.

Our plans for re-opening in September are based on three essential 
priorities:
• We protect the health and wellbeing of all members of our 

community;
• We ensure a happy return to school for our pupils that offers as 

much of our normal Worth education – academic, pastoral, and co-
curricular – as is safe and practicable;

• We maintain the provision of Worth Online to allow some flexibility 
of return.

I trust you will find the following information helpful and reassuring. I 
look forward very much to seeing you in September!

Stuart McPherson
Head Master
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We have all missed being at Worth over the 
past few weeks, but thanks to Worth Online, 
the coronavirus period has felt much more 
manageable, and I have been able to keep up 
to date with friends, teachers, and academic 
work. However, it is not the same as being in 
amongst the Worth community, with all that 

it offers. Living locally, I have been lucky to return to school when it 
re-opened on 15 June, and it has been amazing being back on the 
Worth campus and in the same room as my classmates. Being back 
has made me even more excited to return in September and I am 
most looking forward to making   up for all the time missed from this 
year in terms of friendships and academic work, but also being able to 
play team sports once again. I much look forward to welcoming back 
all pupils, along with the new members of our community, and getting 
back to a normal Worth education in September.

Worth Online has shown that we as a community are 
able to face and overcome any challenge. It has allowed 
all of us who have been overseas during the lockdown 
not to fall behind in our academic subjects but also to 
keep in touch with everybody from Worth. But nothing 
actually beats being at the School. I am particularly 
looking forward to seeing again all the familiar faces and 
also to meeting all the new students, and I cannot wait to 
be back on the sports pitches and to the start of the 
rugby season, whenever that may be. I know we will all 
be thrilled to be back in September and back to a normal 
school and Worth life again.

Rania Hyde
Head Girl 2020-21

Caspar Pöppinghaus
Head Boy 2020-21



What will happen before pupils return?
There will be a deep-clean and sanitisation of all school indoor 
environments, including all classrooms, study areas, dining rooms, 
music rooms, science laboratories and workshops as well as the 
bedrooms, common rooms, kitchens and bathrooms in the boarding 
houses.

Parents will be asked to assure us that the pupils and their family 
members have not shown any symptoms of Covid-19 for 14 days 
before returning to school. Teachers and all Worth staff will be asked 
to do the same.

How will social distancing be managed?
The arrangements for social distancing are currently being reviewed 
by the UK Government and we will continue to follow all the 
appropriate guidance. The return of Year 10 and 12 pupils to the 
campus from 15 June has meant that we already have useful 
experience in managing social distancing. Whilst there may be 
changes over the next few weeks, Worth is examining all possible 
options for keeping pupils and staff safe and free from possible 
infection, and is considering, amongst many things, the different 
options for managing year groups and Houses as social ‘bubbles’.

We will be implementing one-way and ‘keep left’ systems for each 
building across the site, and there will be appropriate signage to help 
the pupils navigate the system easily. All pupils and staff will receive 
regular guidance on how to keep themselves safe by maintaining 
distance from one another and employing effective hygiene 
measures. Ongoing changes to guidance will continue to inform 
these plans, which will be regularly updated. 
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Will extra medical precautions be in place?
Worth will continue to follow and publish a detailed and regularly-
updated medical plan which will be based on the latest UK Government 
guidance.

Our Medical Centre is staffed day and night, throughout the term, by a 
highly-qualified medical team who have all the appropriate knowledge, 
protection and equipment to care for pupils should they become ill. As 
a key preventative measure, all pupils, teachers and staff will be 
instructed on the importance of appropriate social distancing and 
personal hygiene.

Pupils will be asked to bring a pocket-sized hand sanitiser to Worth with 
them so they can use it as and when they wish to as an extra barrier, 
and they will be able to refill their bottle with hospital-grade sanitiser in 
school. Hand sanitiser and disinfectant wipes will be readily available in 
all classrooms and at other appropriate sites around the School. The 
importance of regular hand washing throughout the day, and personal 
hygiene, will be emphasised at all times.

Pupils and staff may wear face masks and coverings if they wish to do 
so, and we will continue to monitor the Government’s guidelines on 
their use. Anyone who wishes to wear a face covering or mask will be 
advised on their safe and appropriate use, and additional personal 
protective equipment (PPE) will be used by staff and pupils for activities 
when appropriate. Clear expectations and guidelines will be established 
with all pupils and staff about being respectful of any person’s choice to 
wear a mask or face covering.

Rigorous cleaning and disinfecting of communal and public areas and 
furniture will take place regularly, and this will include common touch 
points, such as door handles and bannisters.
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What will happen if there is a case of Covid-19 in the School?
The health and wellbeing of all our pupils is our highest priority, and we 
will have the facilities in place for regular temperature testing and other 
checks for coronavirus. If a pupil or a member of staff shows signs or 
symptoms of Covid-19, they will either be required to return home, if 
living locally, or be isolated and cared for in the Medical Centre or in a 
designated area on the site, and be tested for Covid- 19. Should the test 
result be positive, the pupil will need to remain in isolation and the 
School will follow the advice of Public Health England (PHE) on contact 
tracing and any further isolation protocols. Parents and staff will be 
notified if we have a confirmed case of Covid-19, and of any 
subsequent advice of PHE, and the actions that the School has taken.

Will parents and other visitors be able to visit the School?
We are fortunate that Worth sits on a completely self-contained, 
relatively remote, 500-acre site which keeps us separate from potential 
hotspots, such as London, and allows us to restrict and manage access 
very easily. We certainly want parents to visit and will continue to 
welcome them within any applicable social-distancing guidelines so that 
everyone involved feels comfortable. We will carefully manage visitor 
access and restrict for the time being any visits regarded as 
non-essential. As per the public health requirements, all visitors will be 
asked to confirm they are free of Covid-19 symptoms and that they 
have not had contact with anyone who has had Covid-19. Further 
advice and requirements will be constantly reviewed, and parents will 
be kept closely informed.



Will there be any changes to the curriculum?
It is our plan to run a full curriculum from September with all subjects, 
activities, clubs and sports being taught, although some activities may 
need to be adapted to comply with Government guidelines. Technology 
should allow us to continue with group and pair work, even if pupils 
might not be able to join together in the classroom. Varied, engaging 
and inspiring teaching will continue to be delivered for all pupils. Any 
changes to routines and all new safety arrangements will be sent to 
parents in writing and will be fully explained to all the pupils when they 
return. At this stage we are planning for all public examinations to 
proceed as per the published schedule in the Summer Term. We will 
adapt quickly and flexibly should there be any changes, and will 
continue to make sure that teacher assessment is robust, properly 
moderated and securely recorded in case it is required as part of a 
centre-based assessment system. We will continue to develop Worth 
Online as a very useful addition to the School’s offer and as a vital 
backup should there be any interruption during the term. In short, we 
know that Worth pupils will remain on track with the various 
curriculums they are working on no matter what happens.

What about large meetings – assemblies, mealtimes, worship?
It may be a little while before we can have large-scale gatherings, such 
as assemblies or worship. We hope not too long! Until then, we will stay 
within the relevant guidelines and take an imaginative approach to 
smaller gatherings, such as within House groups. We also have the 
capacity for virtual gatherings which have become such a feature of life 
in recent times and will continue to offer creative ways of bringing 
people together.

Mealtimes will be staggered and arrangements put in place to reduce 
the numbers in the dining rooms at any one time. Seating will be 
appropriately spaced. The dining rooms, tables and seating will be 
regularly cleaned and sanitised.
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What will the sporting provision be?
Discussions are being held with national sporting bodies and other 
schools about which sports and fixtures may be played next term. It is 
probable that there will need to be some changes to the normal sports 
programme, and a mixture of summer and winter sports is likely to be 
offered in September and October. We are confident that we will be able 
to give the boys and girls a full and rewarding sporting experience, and if 
external matches with other schools are not possible then we will ensure 
that sporting competitions through House leagues are provided. We see 
some exciting possibilities in this area, not least the chance to trial 
running the summer sports programme in the first part of the Autumn 
Term – something that schools have long talked about doing!

Will music and drama be able to continue as normal?
Music and drama will always be an important part in the life of the 
School and an exciting programme of activities will continue to be 
offered, whilst always following the relevant social distancing guidance. 
We have the flexibility to adapt our programme in many different ways, 
such as offering smaller workshop productions, music ensembles and 
choral groups, rather than full orchestras, large choirs and the like.

Will the usual programme of co-curricular activities and trips be offered?
We are expecting to offer a full and vibrant range of activities. We will be 
imaginative and adventurous, but always within the relevant guidelines 
and with the health and safety of all in mind. All activities and trips will be 
risk-assessed and reviewed regularly, and we will contact parents well in 
advance of any changes that occur. It is likely that many of the regular 
activities and weekend trips will be able to go ahead with some 
adjustments.
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Will pupils from overseas be able to spend any quarantine period at 
the School if that is still required by the Government?
Worth will be able to accommodate boys and girls for the required 
isolation period at the School itself to ensure they have the best 
possible start to the new academic year. We will not be able to 
accommodate parents on site.

Pupils may of course prefer to spend the quarantine period with 
family or friends here in the UK. Parents may also want to spend the 
time with their children and we can help you find local, self-catering 
cottages and other accommodation in which to do this.

The current quarantine measures are being reviewed every three 
weeks and the Government is working on quarantine-free travel 
corridors to countries, particularly in Europe, with low levels of 
coronavirus infection.

How will pupils be able to travel safely from the airport to Worth?
Worth will be able to organise travel to and from the airport with 
registered drivers to ensure that the journeys are direct, that the 
vehicle facilitates the appropriate safety and distancing measures, 
and also contains sanitiser and disinfectant.

Will overseas pupils be able to stay in the School for Exeat weekends 
and Half Term next term?
Yes. Worth will remain open for boarders during the two Exeat
weekends and over the October Half Term holiday for any pupils who 
do not have any other UK arrangements and who wish to stay with us.



What will happen if travel restrictions mean that pupils are unable to 
return in September?
Don’t worry! Worth will continue to support and offer virtual 
learning to all late arrivals. Flexible and phased return dates will be 
available for all boarders. Pupils will also be able to quarantine at 
Worth during the October Half Term, if necessary, to start on 
1 November. Any pupils who are late arriving at Worth will not miss 
out academically: we will continue to offer Worth Online for any 
pupils who can’t join us at the start of term and teachers will ensure 
that any gaps in knowledge are quickly filled. Even if a pupil is not 
able to join from the first day of term, we will fully support them to 
integrate into Worth school life.

Parents should get in touch with Gordon Pearce, Deputy Head 
External (gpearce@worth.org.uk), if they have any concerns or 
questions over late arrivals or quarantine. 
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What has happened to the proposed new Library and Sixth Form 
Centre?
Thanks to the very generous donation from former pupil Michael 
Spencer, the new £6.25m centre (which will incorporate a school 
library, social and study spaces, classrooms and seminar rooms) is fully 
funded, with work scheduled to begin in the Autumn for the planned 
opening in 2021.
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What next?
We will continue to update parents regularly, especially if there are 
any changes to the guidance or our planning for September. Parents 
are encouraged to make contact with the Deputy Head External, 
Gordon Pearce (gpearce@worth.org.uk), or the Deputy Head Pastoral, 
Louise Chamberlain (lchamberlain@worth.org.uk), in the first instance 
should they have any concerns, no matter how small, about their 
children returning in September.
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