


A full academic and curriculum 
experience – in just one year



The one–year fast track GCSE programme is specifically designed 
to enable current Year 10 (age 15+) pupils who may recently have 
had disrupted GCSE teaching, or who have been attending schools 
outside the UK, to complete the core GCSEs before progressing to 
either complete A Levels or the International Baccalaureate. 
Students have a range of choices but will be prepared in the key 
subjects of English, Mathematics, at least one Science, Modern 
Languages and the Humanities. This is a rigorous academic course 
and results in previous years have been outstanding. Much more, 
though, is that the students are fully integrated into the broader 
life of the School, as members of a House, Tutor group, and also as 
participants in the huge range of co-curricular sports and activities 
than are on offer here at Worth. It is a unique opportunity.

With kindest regards,

Deputy Head (Academic)
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Activities, clubs and societies
Pupils in Year 11 are expected to opt from an extensive list of activities, clubs and 
societies every Tuesday and Thursday and for a double period on Wednesday 
afternoons. These activities are part of the timetable and are completed by 5.30pm.

Academic enrichment
Academic Enrichment is fostered by academic clubs and societies such as Young 
Medics, Ancient Greek, Debating and Model United Nations which run during 
dedicated slots in the timetable. During the academic year there are opportunities 
for visits, exchanges, talks, conferences and team building sessions.
The Academic Prefect Lecture Series is a programme of lectures and interactive 
workshops, open to all able and interested pupils. It aims to stimulate intellectual 
curiosity by introducing students to areas of study way beyond the Key Stage 4 
curricula. 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Worth School is a centre of excellence for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and some 
85% of pupils enter for the Bronze Award.

The Wider Curriculum represents a substantial part of the educational experience, 
involving a full choice of activities that take place beyond the academic curriculum –
and usually outside the classroom. Worth sees it as an essential part of the learning 
experience, offering pupils the opportunity to learn about life in its broader context: 
its challenges and opportunities, how to respond to successes and occasional 
disappointments.
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The one- year fast track GCSE programme is a challenging and exciting course 
that enables boys and girls whose preparation for GCSEs may have been 
disrupted, or who may be living overseas, to pass core GCSEs and so enable 
them to progress into the Sixth Form for the full International Baccalaureate or 
A level programmes. This involves an intensive year of study, enabling pupils to 
acquire at least the 5 key GCSE subjects, and also fully engage in the wider life 
of the school, with its outstanding co- curricular programme and pastoral 
support.
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Pupils in the Year 11 have free access to all the facilities of the School, and also 
access to the very best of the senior school coaching. Worth’s leading coaches have 
also played at the highest level professionally and won international honours. 

All pupils take part in the formal timetabled sports programme three times a week. 
Enthusiastic games players, and those who represent the School in sports teams, 
will generally train more frequently than this. Whilst there is a strong focus on the 
core team sports during the main games sessions, there are opportunities to access 
a broader curriculum through the Co-Curricular Programme.

The core team sports at Worth for boys are cricket, football, hockey, tennis, rugby 
union and athletics and for the girls are hockey, lacrosse, netball, tennis, football 
and athletics. Badminton, basketball, cross country, fencing, girls’ cricket, golf, 
squash and swimming are also offered. 



Biology
The course begins with the essential processes of living organisms, which acts as the 
central spine to the course and from which all other topics of the course hang. 
Students will look at organisms at a broad variety of levels, and will study the 
molecular reactions of life, looking at the DNA that controls the cell and the proteins 
that give rise to the characteristics of living systems. At the other extreme we will 
investigate the ways different organisms interact with one another and with their 
environment. The course also incorporates some of the modern biotechnologies such 
as cloning animals, DNA manipulation to produce genetically modified organisms and 
the optimising of productivity in farming.

The CGP revision guide for EdExcel International Biology 9-1 course – The Revision 
Guide is a fantastic resource for you to use to acquaint yourself with some of the 
topics you will study in the year to come.

Some custom department resources are available here (if necessary click REQUEST 
PERMISSION TO ACCESS):

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B9oHt9gVhadhZHd2U0xyaHBfcjA

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B9oHt9gVhadhZHd2U0xyaHBfcjA


Chemistry
The diversity of the topics of the course enables students to begin to understand the 
properties and behaviour of the materials and products that they use in everyday life. 
Along with an increased understanding of theoretical chemistry, students also 
develop their analytical and practical skills. The course covers a wide range of topics 
including: atomic structure, periodic trends, bonding, mole calculations, equilibrium, 
rates of reactions, energetics, carbon chemistry, electrolysis and analysis of ions and 
gases. Students will learn how to apply their knowledge from both theory and 
practical lessons in order to be able to explain and predict the properties of elements 
and reactions.

Two useful resources to help prepare for the Chemistry course are:

• EdExcel International Chemistry Student book by Jim Clark, Steve 
Owen and Rachel Yu, published by Pearson ISBN 978-0-43518516-9 

• CGP revision guide for EdExcel International Chemistry 9-1 course – The revision 
guide ISBN-13: 978 1 78294 676 2 

English
English is an English Language Course.  Students work on aspects of reading and 
writing to improve language and comprehension skills  They read a variety of texts 
from the 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries.  Texts are drawn from Fiction, Non-fiction 
and Literary Non-fiction sources.  Most texts are studied in extract form.  This course 
gains a qualification in English Language GCSE.  The course is not a Literature course, 
but students will read a variety of texts. 

To prepare for the course students should read a classic text such as:

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Also supportive for the course:

• https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/373395-unseen-20th-and-21st-century-literary-
texts.pdf

• Prospect Magazine 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/373395-unseen-20th-and-21st-century-literary-texts.pdf
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/


French, German or Spanish
Students on this course are offered the opportunity to gain a GCSE in a second 
language if they have minimum two years prior knowledge.

The four skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) are developed and then 
examined at the end of the course. Over the academic year, pupils cover a variety of 
current topics such as relationships, education and the world of work, environmental 
issues, leisure, home, holiday and the media. 

They have the opportunity to compare their own world with the Spanish, German 
and/ or the French-speaking one.

Geography
Students study the topics of ‘Coastal Environments’, ‘Hazardous Environments’, 
‘Economic Activity and Energy’, ‘Urban Environments’ and ‘Globalisation and 
Migration’, which also incorporates ‘Tourism’. In addition, students will conduct data 
analysis interpreting graphs and tables. Consequently there will be a day field trips 
during which they will practise field work techniques such as beach and sand dune 
profiling, environmental quality surveys, urban land use transects and questionnaires.

The Geography Department have prepared a significant bank of useful resources 
which you may wish to review in advance.

These can be accessed at the Google Drive link below (if necessary click REQUEST 
PERMISSION TO ACCESS):

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5vFkHrwXfpqd05hVGty Tk92SjA 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5vFkHrwXfpqd05hVGtyTk92SjA


History
The History course will focus on International History from 1919 to 1990. This will 
include a study the Treaty of Versailles and the causes and consequences of WW2, 
the origins of the Cold War and key events in the Cold War such the division between 
East and West Europe, the Korean War, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and 
the Vietnam War, and the subsequent fall of communism across Europe. Students 
also study the Russian Revolution and life in the USSR under Stalin. 

The following CNN History series may be useful for some background knowledge:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22KIQ1QNnhE&list=PL3H6z037pboGWTxs3xGP7
HRGrQ5dOQdGc&index=1

Additionally a good overview of the key content from 1945 onwards can be found at 
BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z933p39/revision/1

Mathematics
The course aims to develop both students’ written and practical mathematics skills 
and reasoning and improve their confidence in both numeracy and mathematics. 
During the year students will reinforce and develop their ability to carry out 
calculations and solve problems using geometry, trigonometry and data handling 
methods. They will consider appropriate levels of accuracy and apply their 
mathematical techniques to real life problems in a variety of contexts. Their 
mathematical vocabulary and approach will be made increasingly rigorous and the 
emphasis will be on clear and concise algebraic solutions.

There are revision books and workbooks out for this course. Here are the links to the 
books, which cover the whole course, so you must not worry about some of the 
harder topics as they will be taught next year. 

It would be great if you could be fairly proficient in basic algebra and trigonometry 
and number work. 

• Revision Book
• Workbook

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22KIQ1QNnhE&list=PL3H6z037pboGWTxs3xGP7HRGrQ5dOQdGc&index=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z933p39/revision/1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1782946691/ref=asc_df_178294669158090847/?tag=googshopuk-21&creative=22110&creativeASIN=1782946691&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310817467131&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13308160576232234526&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006661&hvtargid=pla-330154832550&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1789082706/ref=asc_df_178908270658090847/?tag=googshopuk-21&creative=22110&creativeASIN=1789082706&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310587087500&hvpos=1o3&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13308160576232234526&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006661&hvtargid=pla-672430669437&th=1&psc=1


Physics
The course provides a fantastic grounding in physics covering all the areas that would 
be expected from a traditional physics course. This will include topics on: Forces and 
Motion, Electricity, Waves, Energy and Energy Resources, Solids, Liquids and Gases, 
Magnetism and Electromagnetism, Particle and Nuclear Physics and lastly 
Astrophysics.

Two useful resources to help prepare for the Chemistry course are:

• Edexcel International GCSE Physics Student Book Second Edition  By Nick England 
ISBN-13: 978-1510405189 

• New Grade 9-1 Edexcel International GCSE Physics: Revision Guide with Online 
Edition (CGP IGCSE 9-1 Revision) ISBN-13: 9781782946878 

German Literature
Worth offers all German speaking students the opportunity to partake in a German 
literature course. The course is taught fortnightly and students are expected to work 
on independent tasks in between lessons. This allows students to carry on being 
exposed to literary texts in their native language and to engage creatively and 
academically with German literature.

Preparatory work:
• Theodor Fontane, Effie Briest,
• Franz Kafka, Die Verwandlung
• Ijoma Mangold, Das Deutsche Krokodil
• Bernhard Schlink, Der Vorleser
• Juli Zeh, Unterleuten (This is currently also shown as a three part series on ZDF 

mediathek.)



To register or find out more about the one-year fast track GCSE programme at Worth 
please contact:

Registrar Mrs Lucy Garrard
Telephone 01342 710231
Email lgarrard@worth.org.uk

Alternatively visit:

www.worthschool.org.uk/admissions.php
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How will you change the world?



Worth School, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex RH10 4SD

www.worthschool.org.uk
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